
Des Moines River One Watershed One Plan Policy Committee Meeting 

Friday, September 10, 2021 

Members Present: David Thiner, Murray County Commissioner; Phil Nasby, Jackson County 
Commissioner; Mark Bartosh, HLWD; Doug Goodrich, BWSR; Karen Hurd, Murray SWCD; Katherine 
Pekerak-Scott, MPCA; Mark Hiles, BWSR; Dan Bartosh, Jackson SWCD; Kay Gross, Cottonwood County; 
Dave Bucklin, Cottonwood SWCD; Jean Christoffels, Murray County; Tom Appel, Cottonwood County 
Commissioner; Rachel Olm, HEI; Dru Larson, Cottowood SWCD; Craig Christensen, Murray SWCD; Tom 
Mueller, Cottonwood SWCD; Rick Anderson, Lyon County Commissioner; Mark Koster, Nobles County 
Commissioner; John Shea, Nobles SWCD 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Participation Plan 

HEI described that the participation plan includes a steering, advisory, and policy committee and that 
the plan will clarify roles and responsibilities of each.  Discussion was brought up about adding more 
detail to the titles of individuals who are listed in each committee and that Danielle Evers (Pipestone 
SWCD) should be added to the steering committee.  Tom Mueller made the motion to accept the plan 
with the aforementioned comments.  Phil Nasby seconded the motion.  Motion was approved 
unanimously. 

Review Plan Issue Statements 

HEI reviewed the purpose for the plan issue statements and how it is important to take the publics input 
into consideration.  Each issue was gone through individually and there was a short discussion on what 
was meant by “enhancing buffers”.  After the discussion, Tom Mueller made a motion to approve the 
issue statements.  Mark Bartosh seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Prioritizing Issues 

HEI explained that the issue statements must be prioritized in order to adequately address the most 
important issues.  There will be 3 categories.  Category A will be the most important, category B will be 
moderately important, and category C will be least important.  Tom Appel asked if statements that are 
prioritized in category C can still be funded.  Members of the steering team verified that category C 
statements can still be funded, but will likely be addressed indirectly by other issues that are categorized 
as an A or B.  HEI then explained how the Des Moines Watershed will be broken up into five regions to 
help determine priority areas.  Discussion was held on how projects will be approved in which areas.  
Tom Mueller made a motion to approve the regions.  Karen Hurd seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.  The policy team then reviewed which issue statements are included in which 
priority categories.  The committee’s initial thoughts were that it looked good but would need more 
time to look at it with more detail.   

Next Steps 

Next policy meeting will be Oct. 21st from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 



With Jackson County being the fiscal agent for the DMR 1W1P, Dan Bartosh reviewed the budget to 
date.  Policy Committee agreed that the budget is acceptable so far.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m. 

 

Submitted respectfully, 

 

 

Tom Muller 
Secretary 
 


